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JUDGESV,8. 
They choſe New Gods : Then was War in the Gates. 


HE Words are part of a Pſalm of Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving; which not only recounts the 

I Glorious Triumph of Deborah and Barak over 
Fabin King of Canaan, and his General Siſera, but like- 
wile the infinitely more valuable Conqueſt of the Lord 
of Hoſts (the King of 1/rael) over the Idols and Gods of the 
Nations; together with (their neceſſary. and conſtant 
Attendants) Vice and Immorality. *Twas high time 
to ſing unto the Lord a neu Song, v 6 he had done theſe 
marvellous thing. ; When his Right hand and bis Holy Arm 
had gotten him ſuch a Victory as this; when ſo open 
a Maniteſtation of his Righteouſneſs and Power was 
made in the ſight of the Heathen. An unqueſtionable 
Declaration this is of his Glory, that he is Great and 
cannot worthily be praiſed, and that he is more to be 
fear d than all Gods: For, as for all the Nominal Gods 


of the Heathen; they are but Idols, that is (as St. Paal 


has taught us to explain the Word) they ee 
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ohertas tis the-Lotd (the one Eternal and Evetlaſiing 
God) that made the Heavens. Glory and Worſhip are be- 
ore him; Power and Honour are in his Sanctuary. Con- 
founded then be all they that worſhip carved Images, and that 
delight in ( ſenſeleſs and inſignificant Deities) wain Gods ! 
Worſhip him all ye Gods; all ye Rulers and Princes 
of the Earth, ye Powets and Potentates of the whole 
Umverte. 3 

But, tho Deborah thinks the occaſion chiefly re- 
quires the aſcribing to the Lord the Honour due unto 
his Name; yet, like a Wiſe and Compaſſionate Mo- 
ther in Vael, ſhe believes her ſelf obliged alſo to take 
this Opportunity of giving ſome cautionary Warning 
to Poſterity, the better to prevent theit ſplitting upon 
thoſe Rocks, which ſhe has thus happily eſcaped. To 
this purpoſe, ſhe makes a ſtrict Enquity after the prin- 
cipal Cauſe of thoſe Wars and Calamitics, which had 
ſo frequently and ſo ſtrangely befallen a People whom 
God had promiſed a Country of Quiet and Security, 
Peace and Plenty; a Land flowing with Milk and Hony. 

What the Original Contract was, whereon the 
Kingly Government of the Jewiſh Nation was founded, 
we find 1 Sam. 12, 14 and 15. Je will fear the 
Lord and ſerve him, and obey his Voice, and not rebel a- 
gainft the Commandment of the Lord, then ſhall both ye, and 
alſo the King that reigneth over you continue following the 
Lord your God: Rut if ye will not obey the Voice f the Lord, 
but rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then ſhall the 
Hand of the Lord be againſt you, as it was againſt your Fa- 
thers, Upon the ſame Bottom ſtood the Authority of 
Debora and her Predeceſſors, Tndges in Irael: Under 
whom we meet with many Inſtances and Succeſſions of 
Sin and Paniſhment, Provocations and Vengeance. 
When the Children of Trae! forfook the Word, and 
and ſerved Baal and Afhteroth, then was the Anger of 
the Lotd hot againſt them, and he delivered them in- 


to the hands of Spoilers that ſpoiled them: He ſold 


them into the hands of their Enemies round = {o 
2 that 
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that they could not any longer ſtand before their Ene- 
mies. Again; When they forgat their own God, and 
ſerved Baalim and the Groves he Sold them into the 
hand of the King of Meſopotamia; whom they like- 
wile ſerved for Eight Years following. Laſtly to 
come down to the preſent Occaſion they had tor De- 
borah's Help, they had a third time (upon Eliuds Death) 
done this very Evil in the fight of the Lord; And 
then alſo the Lord fold them (the juſt price of their 
Tranſgreſſion is always duely exacted) into the Hand 
of Jabin King of Canaan, who was their Revengeful 
Oppreſſor Twenty Years. In ſhort, They had ever 
betore them (and in their own Choice) Duty and Diſ- 
obedience, the Worſhip of God and of Idols; and (as 
the proper Conſequence of each of theſe) Life and 
Death, Peace and War : But, they choſe new Gods; 
and then was War in the Gates. In handling of which 
Words, I ſhall conſider - 


I. The Sin of this People; in chooſing new Gods. 
II. Their Puniſhment ; War inthe Gates, And, 


with: oo ee. a. 8 oth: ea  @ em ea ß / wr a TL XX __sr 


HI. Apply the whole to the Occaſion of this Days 
Meeting. 


I. Firſt, The Sin of Idolatry, the chooſing and 
worſhipping of new or ſtrange Gods, was certainly the 
moſt Darice (Impudent and Ungrateful) Affront, 
that the Iſraelites could poſſibly have put upon their 
Almighty Deliverer; who had ſo lately, and in fo 
miraculous a manner, led them through the Sea and 
Wilderneſs into the Land of Promiſe. In the way 
thither, and in the midſt of thoſe powerful Won- 
ders that he daily wrought for them, he had given em 
this early Caution: Thou ſhalt Worſhip no other God; for 
the Lord, whoſe Name ts Jehovah, 15a jealous God, Nay, 


to render their Folly ſtill the more inexcuſable, he had 
| pere; 
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peremptorily aſſur'd chem. t at Miſery and Deſtructi- 
on ſhould be the immediate effects ot their Sin: © If thine 
© Heart turn away, ſo that thou wilt not hear, but 
© ſhalt be drawn aſide, and Worſhip other Gods and 
* ſerve them; I denounce unto you this Day that ye 
© ſhall ſurely periſh, and that ye ſhall not prolong 
© your Days upon the Land whether thou paſſeſt over 
* Fordan to poſſeſs it. And to Evidence to the whole 
Worid the reaſonable Juſtice of thus grating with them, 
we are elſewhere told, That when the whole Land is be- 
come Brimſtone and Salt, nothing Sown, nor any Graſs grow- 
ing therein, and the Queſtion ſhall be put, © Where- 
* tore hath the Lord done thus unto this Land 2 What 


© meaneth the Heat of this great Anger? Then Men 


© ſhall ſay, Becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of 
the Lord God of their Fathers, which he made with 
them when he brought them forth out of the Land of 
Egypt: For they went and ſerved other Gods, and 
* worſhipped them; Gods whom they knew not, 
© and whom he had not given unto them. 

One ſort of Idolatry there is to which there ſeems 
to be a more than ordinary Diſpoſition and Propenſity 
in Humane Nature; and there's a particular Warning 
given us of the Hazard we are in of being overcome by 
the Temptation, Deut. 4. 15 and 19. Take good 
© heed unto your ſelves, leſt thou lift thine Eyes unto 
© Heaven; and when thou ſeeſt the Sun, and the Moon 
and the Stars, even all the Holt of Heaven, ſhould(t 
be driven to worſhip them, and ſerve them, which 
* which the Lord thy God hath divided (or, commu- 
© nicated unto all Nations under the whole Heaven. 
And yer, even before the handing down of this Law by 
Moſes, Holy Job (generally ſupposd to be an Elder 
Writer than he) had truly diſcover'd the groſs Impie- 
ty of ſuch a Practice: (If ſays he, Ch. 31, 26, Cc.) 
* I beheld the Sun when it ſhined, or the Moon walk- 
ing in Brightneſs; and my Heart hath been ſecretly 
* enticed, or my Mouth hath kiſſed my Hand, the; 
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t alfo were an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Judge: Fot 
I ſhould have deny'd the God that is above. 

But this Iniquity (Great and Damnable as it is) comes 
far ſhort of that of Maels Chooſirg, or rather worſhip- 
ping by whole Sale, all the New Gods of the Nations 
round about; a large Catalogue whereof we have, by 
Name, in this Book of Judges, The very Number of 
theſe confutes their Divinity; and ſhews there was as 
great a want of Thought, as of Duty and Religion, 
in their Adorers. Can the incommunicable Name of 
the Almighty one be indifferently claim'd by all the 
Mock-Detties of Syria and Zidon, of Moab, Ammon and 
the Philiſtines ? How feeble their Title is to Omnipoten- 
cy and infinite Wiſdom, we ſhall beſt diſcern by bring- 
ing them to the Propher's Teſt ; Iſaiab 41, 22, &c. 
? [er them bring forth their ſtrong Reaſons, and ſhew 
© us what ſhall happen : Ler them ſhew the former 
© things what they be, that we may conſider them and 
© know the latter end of them. Shew the things that 
© are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye 
are Gods. Yea, do good or do evil; that we may 
abe diſmay'd and behold it together. If theſe De- 
mahdsarenot anſwer'd, the Concluſion (furely) is moſt 
undeniable: © Behold ye are of nothing, and your work 
© isnaught; an Abomination is he that chooſeth you. 
© And thou, O Lord of Hofts, God of Tfrael, that 
© dwelleſt between the Cherubims, Thau art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth. 
© Thou haſt made Heaven and Earth. 

In theſe latter Ages of the World, the dregs of time 
into which we are fallen, there are ſome that teach 
their Proſelytes to diſtinguiſh berwixt the ultimate or 
| determinate end of Divine Worſhip, and its immedi- 
ate Object; affirming that *tisnot only lawful, but a 
neceſſary Duty, to commit the Conveyance of our moſt 
ſolemn Devotions to departed Saints, Images and Re- 
liques. I do not doubt but that the towering Idolatry 
of the Hraclites, had its firſt Foundations laid upon 2 
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ſuch falſe Doctrines as thel⸗ ; and that the Jewiſh Apo- 
ſtates, as well as the Roman, bedaub'd the Second 
Commandment with their Oily (ſmooth and ſhining) 
Gloſſes, before they wholly laid it aſide. Burt, if the 
Men of Judab and Feruſslem will not be jealous of the 
Purity of their Worſhip, as they know their God isof 
his Honour, with what an irriſiſtible and bewitching 
Force does Idolatry break in upon them. Having once 
allow'd themſelves to ſtep out of the way that was firſt 
given them to walk in, there is afterwards no end of 
their Wandrings; and every thing they ſee has as good 
a Right to be called God and to be worſhipp'd, as any 
thing. And now (as the Wiſdom of Solomon has ele- 

antly deſcrib'd their ſtupid Condition) © for Health, 

they call upon that which is weak; for Life, they 
: pray to that which is Dead; for Aid, they humbly 
© beſfeech that which hath leaſt means to help; for a 
good Journey, they beg of that which cannot ſer a 
foot forward; And for Gaining and Getting, for good 
* Succeſs of their hands, ask Ability to do of him who 
* is moſt unable to do any thing. In another Place, the 
the ſame Wiſe Man gives us the like Account of 
the miſerable End and Concluſion of theſe Rebellious 
Courſes: © When Men, ſays be, have gone aſtray ve- 
* ry far in the ways of Error, and held them for Gods, 
* which even amongſt the Beaſts of their Enemies were 
* deſpiſed, being deceiv'd as Children of no Under- 
* ſtanding, God firſt ſends to them (as ro Children 
* without the uſe of Reaſon) ſome leſſer Judgment to 
* Mock them , but they that will not be Reform'd b 
that Correction, wherein he dallies with them, ſhall 
: 1 Judgment worthy of God. And this is what 
* the Text 


II. Secondly propoſes to our Conſideration, that ſe- 
vere and terrible Puniſhment, which was inflicted up- 
on the Idolatrous People: They choſe New Gods; then 
was War in the Gates, When King David (amongſt the 
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other Infirmitics of his declining Years ) was tempted 
to number the People, twas not long before bis oy 
Heart [mote him; being quickly made ſenſible of the In- 
gratitude, as well as Infidelity, as well as Infidelity, of 
thus putting his Truſt and Confidence in the weak Arm 
of Fleſh, inſtead of relying upon that of the Almighty, 
which had hitherto brought him ſo great Salvation, 
The firſt reflecting thought that he has upon the mat- 
ter, brings him to this Confeſſion : I have ſinned great. 
ly, becauſe I have done this thing ; but now I beſeech thee, C 
Lord, do away the Iniquity of thy Servant, for I bave done 
very fooliſhly. Upon former Humiliations, Mercy had 
been found; nor is it now to be deſpair'd of: But let 
it be remembred, That God's Ve is alſo to have 
Right done ir; and that Correct ion precedes Remiſſi- 
on of Sins, in the common Methods of his Dealings 
with the Sons of Men. -Go then and tell David, ſay: 
ing, Thus faith the Lord, I offer thee three things; 
8 Po one of them, that I may do 1t unto thee: 
Either three years Famine; or three Months to be 
© deſtroyed before thy Foes, whilit the Sword of thine 
© Enemies overtaketh thee; or (laſtly) three Days 
* Peitilence in the Land, and the Angel of the Lord 
© deſtroying throughout all the Coaſts of 1frael. What 
a lamentable and aſtoniſhing Choice is here? And what 
Wonder can ir be to hear that David is in ſtraits, and 
at a loſs, what to reſolve on? And yet when the firſt 
ſhocks of Horror are over ( when his Fears are a lit- 
tle abated, and the Succors of Reaſon call'd in) *tis ea- 
ſily ſeen which of theſe difmal Evils is the leaſt terrify- 
ing; And, by Conſequence, the moſt readily (I can- 
not ſay to be deſired, but) to be ſubmitted to. Why, 
Let me fall into the Hand of the Lord; for very great are bit 
Mercies: But let me not fall into the Hand of Man, whoſe 
moſt tender Mercies are cruel. 

The ordinary Calamiries of War, in the Generah 
arc allotted as common Puniſhments for all manner ot 
Tranſgteſſions of the Law of God, Levit. 26. 15, 97 
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If ye ſhall deſpiſe my Statutes, or if your Soul ab- 


hor my Judgments, ſo that ye will not do all my 
Commandments, but that ye break my Covenant; 
I will ſer my Face againſt you, and ye ſhall be ſlain 
before your Enemies: They that hate you ſhall reign 
over you, and ye ſhail flee when none purfueth you. 
In obſervance of this Treaty, the Commiſſions of De- 
I ttruction are iſſued from on high; nor can any Pow- 
rs here below hinder the full Execution of them. O 
off thou Sword of che Lord (ſays the Prophet) how 
one long will it be ere thou be quiet? Put up thy ſelf in- 
add to thy Scabbard; Reſt, aud be ſtill. You. how can 
let it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it a Charge 
veſt againſt 4ſbkel/on, and againſt the Sea-ſhore ? There 
ſi· N hath he appointed it. 

But; It ought to be obſerv'd that the Scourge of ra- 
el in the Text is of an extraordinary kind: Aud that, 
s; Das Idolatry is a Sin of the talleſt Growth, ſo here's 
e: ¶ the molt terrible and amazing fort of War (Mar in the 
be Gates) aſſign'd for irs Puniſhment. And, was it not in 
ne the Gates, at the Entry of the City, that Wiſdom us'd 
co cry, and Underſtanding to put forth her Voice? 
d Was it not in theſe that her Judges were commanded 
lat ¶ to execute the Judgment of Truth and Peace Zach. 8 16. 
nat So that Mar in the Gates is an utter ſilencing of all the 
nd Laws of the State, an entire Subverſion of all Courts 
rſt of Judicature, and a confuſed Jumble of every Man's 
it · Property and private Poſſeſſion: And where ſhall we 
ea · ever meet with a more lively Repreſentation than this 


y-, of Hell upon Earth? That Deſcription which the 


In- Prophet Foel (Chap. 2.) gives us of the Rage of Ar- 
mies, fluſn d with Victory and Spoil, is Natural enough; 
nA Fire devoureth before them, and behind them a 
oſe © Flame burneth : The Land is as the Garden of Eden 

* beforethem, and behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs, 
ah and nothing can eſcape them: Before their Faces the 
of People are much pain'd, all Faces gathering Black- 
re. { neſs: They run to and fro in the City; they run 
- -- | * upon 
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(10) | 
© upon the Walls; they climb upon the Houſes; abd 
© they enter in at the Windows like Thieves. The 
Prophet, we ſee, here repreſents the Pillaging of 
Town taken by Storm, as a thing that looks Tome 
what like Theft: And 'tis indeed as like it, as the put 
ting Innocent Women and Children to the Sword (of 
the ſame occaſions) is like Murder : But 7 Belli, or 
the Law of Arms, gives other Names to theſe PraQti. 
ces; And however we may ſhrink at che Hearing d 
them ſo much as ſpoken ot in the Days of Peace, 
time of War will change thoſe Notions that we noy 
have of their Nature, and render them our Familiat 

Acquaintance. | 7 
From the Account that has hitherto been given 
of the diſaſtrous effects of War, it ought not to be 
inferr'd, that all Martial Men and things are to be 
Condemn'd ; as wholly inconſiſtent with the Peacea- 
ble Inſticutions of Religion, and the meek Powers & 
Godlineſs. Far from it. The Doctrine of our Holy 
Mother, the Eftabliſh'd Church of England, is very 
lain and expreſs on the other hand: Affirming (in 
her 37th Article) That, It 4 Lawful for Chriſtian Mes 
at the Commandment of the Magiſtrate, to wear Weapons, ani 
to ſerve in the Wars, This as well as the reſt, the learn: 
ed from the firſt great Author and Finiſher of her Faith: 
Whoſe Forerunner (Luke 3. 14) adviſed thoſe Soldi- 
ers, that came to him for Baptiſm, to be content with 
their Wages ; which neceflarily implies an Allowance 
of their continuing in their preſent Employments and 
and Profeſſions : And our Bleſſed Lord himſelf ( 4& 
10) ſends Cornelius the Centurion to be Baptized of Pe 
ter, without the leaſt inſiſting upon the throwing up 0 

his Commiſhon. | 

Kings and Rulers, *tis true, have the Title of God 
given them in Holy Writ; becaufe of that Divine Aw 
thority, wherewith they are inveſted : But, as we ate 
ſare that they Die like other Men, ſo we likewiſe aſſu 
redly know that they do alſo live like them. ny 
| | | % 9 f Cel 
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geen Def, form'd out of the ſame common 


laſs of Earth and Clay, they are Subject to the ſame 
nfirmities and Paſhons with the reſt of Mankind; too 
ne. 1 hurry'd on by Avarice and Ambition, 
uo the Invading of their Neighbours Property, 
(on band the removing of his Land- Marks. From theſe 
ofÞcevailing Frailties (incident to every Condition of 
umane Nature, High and Low) proceed thoſe mu- 
ual Jealouſies that are amongſt Princes; which neceſſa- | 
ily ſet them on their Guards, [ntrench'd in their ſtrong | 
olds, and ſurrounded with ſuch an Armed Force, | 
5 ſome of them think ſufficient for the Enlarge- 
nent, and others for the Defence, of their reſpective 
ven orders. Our gracious and merciful Creator did cer- | 
blainly (as the Preacher obſerves, Eccl. 7. 29.) make Man 
pright, of a juſt and ſociable Temper: But, as he 
here goes on, tbey have of themſelves) ſought out many 
mentions. The Fall of our Firſt Parents threw an | 
ntoward Sowernels, or Leaven, into our Conſtitution , | 
hich has ever ſince termented into irregular and pre- | 
ernatural Motions towards War, Vengeance and Con- | 
Iſion: And therefore a State of War, is not (as ſome | 
f our late Politicians have affirm'd it to be) the very | 
tate of Man's pure and primitive Nature; but tis the | 
Fohappy Conſequence, and proper Puniſhment of that | 
| 
| 
| 


di. Voluntary Corruption, which the eating of the forbid- 
then Fruit has brought upon it. | 
nee Having thus far conſider'd the moſt heinous Offence, 
nd proportionable Puniſhment of the Children of V 


4&1, in that order wherein they ly before us in the Text, 
pe now time to bringthe Matter home to our ſelves; by 
> 0 membring that this part of the Sacred Hiſtory as well 


s others ; was written for our Ad monition. Let us then 

III. In the third and laſt place, apply the whole to | 
ſhe occaſion of our this Days meeting together; And | 
at chiefly by calling to our Remembrance that our 
Nreat Apoſtle (the Apoſtle of the Gentiles) has aſſu- 
d us that Coveteoulneſs is alſo Idolatry ; and * 
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his Spirit has elſewhere given this very Name to ſtub- 
bornaeſs, or a heady and ſtiff purſuit of our own Sin- 
ful Luſts and Affections. The Truth is, Whatever we 
love with all our Heart, with all our Mind, and with 
all our Strength, we make that our God; and we are 
its People : And ark dry hath demonſtrated that thi 

ſort of Idolatry preduces the ſame Effects with the for 
mer. From whence, ſays he, come Wars and Fight 
* ings among you? Come they not hence, even of yout 
© Luſts that War in your Members? Ye Luſt, and hav 
© not: Ve kill, and deſire to have; and cannot obtain 
© Ye fight and war, yet ye have not; becauſe ye ask not! 
© Ye ask, and obtain not; becauſe ye ask amiſs, tha 
you may conſume it upon your Luſts. 

Now; If, inſtead of making God their Strength and 
the Horn of their Salvation, Men will put their Con 
fidence in the fading Poſſeſſions (and more fading Plex 
ſures) of this vain Life, no Marvail if the Almigh 
ty ſcatters them among all People, from the one en 
of the Earth under the other: Where their Rebellioul 
Choice becomes their Juſt Puniſhment, and they an 
now forced to ſerve other Gods, which neither the 
nor their Fathers had known, Before the Sons of 7 
cob were capable of falling entirely in with the He! 
then worſhip, it was neceſſary for them to quit an 
throw off their own Moral (ae well as Ceremonial 
Law; and to indulge themſelves in a geneal looſen 
of Manners, in order to their coming up by mor 
caſy Steps) to that height of Lewdneſs which the 
were afterwards to commit in the Groves, and und 
every mow Tree. | 

And did not the ſinful People of this Nation follo 
the Men of T/rael in theſe very ways that lead to deat) 
till they had brought themſelves within view (and t 
the hazardous Brink) of the ſame Pit of DeſtruCtion 
When after the miſerable Confuſions of our late day 
of Rebellion and Anarchy, God was wonderfully ple! 
ſed to reftore us to our Ancient Government in thi 
State, together with the Primitive Purity of Doctri 
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b⸗Piſcipline in the Church, what an ungrateful Return 
n- Hid we make for ſo ſurprizing a Mercy? Inſtead of 

umbling our ſelves for our former Tranſgreſſions, and 
fleſfing Po Almighty Arm which had wrought fo 
Treat a Salvation for us, an Univerſal Luxury and 
rophanenels overſpread the Face of the whole Land, 
n Court and Country: Till, by a long habitual courſe 
f Vice and Immorality, we began to be ripen'd (in 
he following Reign) towards a Relapſe into the Ido- 
atrous Backſlidings of our Fore fathers, and to Sacri— 
ce again to the Roman Molocꝶ; being unmindful of the 
Rock that had begotten us to a more ſaving Faith, and 
orgetting the God that had form'd us to a better and 
zore lively Worſhip. 

And has not our Condemnation prov'd the ſame with 
Fhat of Jrael under the like Circumſtances? When God 
2w this, did he not abhor us? Said he not, 1 will hide 
j Face from them ;, and will ſee what their end will be: For 
hey are a 222 Generation, Children in whom there is no 

aith? As we then mov'd him to Jealouſy with that 
Which was not God, and provok'd him to Anger with 
dur Vanities, ſo has he ever ſince provok'd us to Anger 
rith a Fooliſh (that is, an Idolatrous) Nation: And 
or almoſt Twenty years paſt, the Sword withour, aud 
Terror within, has been our conſtant Portion. 


nia ln the midſt of our Diſtreſſes, God was graciouſly 
end and even miraculouſly) pleas d to raiſe up for us a 
nornighry Deliverer ; at a time when there ſeem'd to be 


one nigh that could help us, or that cared for our 
ouls. This Great Prince, whoſe whole Lite was ſpent in 
uccouring the Afflicted, bravely undertook our Ran- 
m; and with a Succeſs anſwerable to the wonderful 
W-nterprize, quickly lop'd off the Top Branches of our 
Wow flouriſhing Idolatry and Superſtition: But the root 
tionſÞf all our Evils, and the Seed of our Corruption, lay 
dayſſill hid and ſcatter'd in the Soil; and the weeding our 
pleFt theſe was yer farther neceſſary for the perfecting of 
1 tur Cure, and the effectual freeing us from the Danger 
Ari of 
a 
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_ (1). 
of a future Relapſe. As long as Blaſphemies again! 
the moſt High were ſo loud in our Streets, and the whiff 
peting Alhitements of the Adulterous Women ſo rij 
Fiche Cotnersthereof, there could be no Security again 
à Return to our Whoring after other Gods; nor an. 
encouraging View of our being wholly out of Lon 
with out former Abominations. | 

The firſt tolerable Proſpect (I may venture to (af 
it!) that we had of our being fnatch'd as a Brand ou. 
of this Fire, was given us by thoſe Generous and Religi 
ous Hetoes, who having form'd themfelves into ſeveral 
holy Confederacies, or Societies of Reformation) cam 
timely in to out Reſcue; and in the moſt prevailiny 
manner, taught us the happy Method of working on 
our Salvation with Fear and Trembling. They kney 

that it was indeed a part of our daily Prayer, Give Peau 
in our time O Lord; becauſe there is none other that fighteth fu 
us but only thou, O God: But they were (withal) ſenſible 
that the Anſwer, which the lively Oracles had always 
given to that Petition, was this, There is no Peace ſaith ny 
God to the Wicked, They had Read, That when the Chiki 
dren of Vrael put away the ſtrange Gods from a_ 
them, and ſerved the Lord, then was his Soul grievedi 
for the Miſeries of his People; ſo that he quickly def 
liver'd them out of the hand of their Enemies: And 
they hoped, That if we likewiſe forſook the Evil of 
our ways, and turn'd to our defpisd God with all our 
Souls, he would alſo deliver us from our ſtrongeſt Ene. 
my, and from all thoſe that hated us; tho as yet they 
ſeem'd to be roo mighty for us. 

To this good purpoſe, with a zeal according to know: 
ledge and an invincible Bravery, they reſolv'd that theſ 
many excelent Laws which we had, for the due Puniſh: 
ment of all ſorts of Irreligious Offenders, ſhould no 
longer remain a Dead Letter: Bur that our Civil Ma- 

iſtrates (who, in a great Meaſure, had hitherto born 
the Sword of Juſtice in vain) ſhonld now be ſufficient- 
ly enabled co become a Terror to Evi} Yorks, by pet ne 
ceffar) 
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eceſſary Aſſiſtance of ſuch as would be always in tea- 
ne inefs to accuſe and proſecute the Criminals. An un- 
dertaking, this was, which was ſure to encounter ( as it 
raid) with a very formidable Oppoſition; having all 

Mhe united Forces of the Devil, the World and the 
leſh, in Atray againſt it: And yet through the pow- 
erful Influences of his Spirit, who firſt vanquiſh'd all 
theſe in his own Perſon, making a Shew of them open- 
y and Triumphing over them, tlie Glorious Deſign 
dufghas thus fat proved ineffectual in turning us from dark- 
ess to light, and from the Power of Satan unto God. 
ral Inſtead of our heretofore wallowing in our Sins, and 
hat overflowing of Ungodlinefs, which had fo long 
reyaird amongſt us, an arderit and affectionate Zeal 
or Religion, aud the Ordinances of our God beganto 
ind le in our Breaſts : d ſoon after, openly mauifeſt- 
d it ſelf in the growing Powers thereof. Our Church- 
were every where crowded, our publick Communi- 
ms frequented, ſuch Numbers of Charity Schools ere- 
ed, evidently ſhew'd that the Divine Spirit wrought 

ther with ours, aud was mighty in us towards the 
; ailing down of all the ſtrong Holds of that Law of 
in, which had hitherto ruled in our Members. Up- 
n this General Reformation, the Almighty himſelf 
Was immediately pleas'd to appear in the midſt of our 
ongregations; and the Lord of Hoſts fer up his Ban- 
ers, as ſure Tokens that here he had a delight to dwell. 
rom hence he ſent out his Arrows, and ſcattered our 
nemies that delighted in War; having now in an An- 
nal Courſe of moſt aſtoniſhing Victories, broken the 
eeth of the Ungodly and Malicious, and ſmitten them 
o as they are not able to ſtand any more, but continu- 
ly fall under our Feet. 
Bleſſed (for ever Bleſſed) ve be of the Lord, who 


Ma- Bre thus ſhined as Lights in the midſt of a crooked and 

Erverſe Generation! Who, in ſpight of all the ſullen 
iſcouragements of a Licentious Age, have perſiſted 
your good Services for the Houle of your God, * 
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for the Offices thereof . until, not only the diſtant 
Corners of this Iſland, but even moſt of the Prote. 
ſtant Countries of Chriſtendom, have happily follow'd 
your great Example! On ſuch laſting Foundations ay 
theſe may the future peaceof this Church and Kingdom 

be ſo ſecurely eſtablith'd; as that we may never more] 
have occaſion to be afraid of the Arrow that flyeth by day, 
nor of the Peſtilence that walketh in the Night-Seaſon! at 
leaſt ; if (after all theſe your moſt worthy Labours of 
Love) the Diſtreſs of Nations ſtill continues, and the 
Riſing of Kingdoms againſt Kingdoms, do ye bo- 
ever (with a becoming Faith and Cheerfulneſs) look 
up, and lift up your Heads: For, in all Probability, 
your Redemption draweth nigh. Theſe are ſome of 
choſe comforting Tokens, which your Redeemer, has 
given you of the Son of Man's Second coming, in the 
Clouds with Power and Great Glory: And *tis from 
this coming alone that ye expect that Peace which the 
World cannot give. In the World ye are ſure of Tri. 
bulations, War, Anguiſh and Sorrow: But (to your 
unſpeakable ſupport ; under all theſe Sufferings)ye know 
that he has overcome the World: And ye know like. 
wiſe, That when ye ſhall appear, ye ſhall be like bim; for ye ſhal 


fee him as bets. Me No 
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To him therefore (with the Father and the Hol 
Spirit, Three Perſons in one Eternal Godhead, 
the Almighty Soveraign God of Gods, and Lord 
of Lords) be aſcribed all Glory and Honour, 
Praiſe and Dominion, now and for ever, Amen. 
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